
 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Illinois Food Bank Announces Julie Yurko’s 15th Anniversary of dedicated 
leadership in the fight against hunger, 10 years as CEO 

 
Geneva, IL (May 20, 2024) – Northern Illinois Food Bank, the leading charitable food 
organization in Northern Illinois and member of the Feeding America Network, announces 
Julie Yurko, president and CEO is marking 15 years of dedication and leadership in the fight 
against hunger, and 10 years as CEO.  
 
Ms. Yurko has served as president and CEO of Northern Illinois Food Bank since May 2014.  
She joined the Food Bank in 2009 and previously served as vice president of philanthropy 
overseeing fundraising, food sourcing, marketing, and volunteers. 
 
She is an accomplished CEO with a sincere passion to solve hunger and demonstrated 
year-after-year success. Ms. Yurko’s numerous achievements include leading the 
organization through the challenges of COVID, expanding operations to meet the growing 
demand for food assistance, launching innovative initiatives to serve neighbors, developing 
new programs that provide more nutritious food to neighbors with dignity, equity and 
convenience, and growing the organization. In her 15 years, the team grew from 70 to 170 
employees.  
 
Northern Illinois Food Bank has been a leader in the Feeding America network of 200 food 
banks. “Julie’s leadership is kind, thoughtful, dedicated and mission driven. She is fierce 
and I appreciate her giving so much to this mission,” said Claire Babineaux-Fontenot, CEO 
of Feeding America. 
 
When Ms. Yurko became CEO, the Food Bank provided 50 million meals a year to neighbors 
facing food insecurity. Under her dynamic leadership, meals served grew to 100 million 
during the pandemic in 2021. Today, the Food Bank’s network of over 900 food pantries, 
soup kitchens and feeding programs provides more than 80 million meals annually and 
serves over 560K neighbors a month throughout 13 counties in rural and suburban 
Northern Illinois. 
 

https://nifbil-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kheraty_northernilfoodbank_org/Documents/Documents/Press%20Materials/2024/Solvehungertoday.org
https://www.feedingamerica.org/about-us/leadership/claire-babineaux-fontenot


 

 

“When the world shut down during the pandemic, Julie never stopped working and 
inspiring her team to pivot, adjust and act for neighbors facing hunger,” said Maeven Sipes, 
Chief Philanthropy Officer at Northern Illinois Food Bank. “She was at countless mobile 
food distributions reassuring neighbors, conducting media interviews, telling neighbors 
how to find help, and constantly checking in with her team to keep them informed, serving 
and safe.” 
 
Over the years, Ms. Yurko successfully completed Strategic Plan 2020, providing equity to 
access to charitable food in 98% of the communities served by the Food Bank. As part of 
the current Strategic Plan UNITE, Julie led the Food Bank to reaching more neighbors than 
ever before and serving them in ways they desire, a concept the Food Bank coined as 
neighbor-centered practices. Today, neighbors facing hunger in Northern Illinois have 
equitable and sustainable access to nutritious food in more ways with in-person shopping, 
drive through pickup, online ordering, delivery and additional Food Bank programs. 
 
“One piece of Julie’s legacy will be the spirit of innovation she has brought to the Food 
Bank. Under her leadership, she launched Direct Connect, Milk2MyPlate, Vivery Food 
Finder Map, and My Pantry Express,” said Jennifer Lamplough, Chief Impact Officer at 
Northern Illinois Food Bank. “She is never afraid to try something new if it means increasing 
access to nutritious food to our neighbors.” 
 
Ms. Yurko has more than 25 years of experience in the non-profit sector. Prior to joining the 
Food Bank, she worked for the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, The Children’s Memorial 
Foundation (now Lurie’s Children’s Medical Center) and the Chicago Zoological 
Society/Brookfield Zoo. Yurko serves on the Boards of the Better Business Bureau of 
Chicago, Feeding Illinois and Thrivent Member Network Regional Board.  
 
For more information about Northern Illinois Food Bank, visit SolveHungerToday.org 
 
About Northern Illinois Food Bank 
For over 40 years, Northern Illinois Food Bank has been dedicated to solving hunger and 
empowering neighbors. Our vision at Northern Illinois Food Bank is for everyone in 
Northern Illinois to have the food they need to thrive. A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and 
proud member of Feeding America, we serve our neighbors in 13 counties with dignity, 
equity and convenience, providing 250,000 meals a day. We bring together manufacturers, 
local and corporate grocers, area farmers, corporations, foundations, and individuals who 
donate food and funding, and each week nearly 1,000 volunteers help us evaluate, repack, 
and distribute food. We also proudly partner with more than 900 food pantries, soup 
kitchens, shelters, and youth and senior feeding programs to provide nutritious food and 
resources. Our distribution centers are located in Geneva, Lake Forest, Rockford and Joliet. 
Find out how you can get help, volunteer, donate or get involved at SolveHungerToday.org, 
or follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn. 
 

https://solvehungertoday.org/get-groceries-resources/#googtrans(en|en)
https://solvehungertoday.org/get-groceries-resources/#googtrans(en|en)
https://www.mypantryexpress.org/
https://solvehungertoday.org/?utm_source=cup8pr&utm_medium=cup8pr&utm_campaign=cup8pr&utm_id=cup8pr
http://feedingamerica.org/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsolvehungertoday.org%2Fget-groceries-resources%2F%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr%23googtrans(en%257Cen)&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MMmscWOi%2FMJ%2BO3EF9w1Mz7wjcx42YxCrr6A%2FJbIBXpI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsolvehungertoday.org%2Fhow-to-help%2Fvolunteer%2F%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YRIjOCnJ0kDLSkDD9mMPmYI%2BmIi5yun1YLKS8SJxRKE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.solvehungertoday.org%2Fsite%2FDonation2%3F6162.donation%3Dform1%26df_id%3D6162%26mfc_pref%3DT%26set.DonationLevel%3D7710%26utm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AYTozvxxq%2BmhdCJ10IfWf9PiZJ8VwAgLWmBrMQ%2BcQd0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsolvehungertoday.org%2Fhow-to-help%2F%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pwEbnmLEsGwNrYoMr9aC3TSCGQsQ119X9WOAbr%2BzUIo%3D&reserved=0
https://solvehungertoday.org/?utm_source=cup8pr&utm_medium=cup8pr&utm_campaign=cup8pr&utm_id=cup8pr
https://www.facebook.com/northernilfoodbank?utm_source=pressrelease&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=foodfinderpressrelease&utm_id=ffpr
https://twitter.com/ILfoodbank?utm_source=pressrelease&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=foodfinderpressrelease&utm_id=ffpr
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fnorthernilfoodbank%2F%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1lt54noWlzfjRv4HFuuhX%2BC8QUHpX1aFDjNNmlhkv5s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fnorthern-illinois-food-bank%2F%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l92JqfimNuoSt0OCJQ4VdM9m1QW5yDmLAbOmbdfd3EY%3D&reserved=0

