
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Northern Illinois Food Bank’s 11th Annual A Taste That Matters Raises over 
$375,000 for Hunger Relief 

Over 500 guests enjoyed an evening filled with fun, food, and auction.  
 
Geneva, IL (June 30, 2023) – Northern Illinois Food Bank is pleased to announce the 11th annual 
A Taste That Matters fundraiser and culinary event, presented by Jewel-Osco, raised more than 
$375,000. Northern Illinois Food Bank provides 80 million meals a year to neighbors throughout 
13 counties throughout suburban and rural Northern Illinois. Proceeds from the event will 
benefit the Food Bank’s network of 900 food pantries, soup kitchens and feeding programs. 
 
The event was held on June 22nd at Drury Lane Theatre and Events, 100 Drury Ln, Oakbrook 
Terrace, IL from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Over 500 attendees enjoyed an extensive silent auction, open 
bar, and food tastings from dozens of local chefs and vendors. The evening included remarks 
from Julie Yurko, President and CEO, Northern Illinois Food Bank, Mike Withers, President of 
Jewel-Osco, and Tom Hong, Retail Relations Specialist, Northern Illinois Food Bank. 
 
This year marks the 40th Anniversary of the Northern Illinois Food Bank. A special video about 
the Food Bank’s history was featured during the event.  
 
Premier sponsors of the event were Jewel-Osco, Chilay Corporation, Scooter Bay Sales and 
Marketing, PepsiCo, and Perishable Sales, Inc. 
 
“We are grateful for the generous support of our event sponsors, tasting partners and guests 
who stand with us in the fight against hunger,” said Maeven Sipes, Chief Philanthropy Officer, 
Northern Illinois Food Bank. “With the rising cost of food, inflation, and the ending of the 
government emergency SNAP benefits, we are seeing more neighbors reaching out for food 
assistance.  Together we can make sure neighbors get the fresh and nutritious food they need 
to thrive with dignity, equity, and convenience.” 
 
For more information about donating, volunteering, upcoming events or getting groceries, visit 
www.SolveHungerToday.org. 

https://solvehungertoday.org/
https://solvehungertoday.org/40years/?utm_source=40pr&utm_medium=40pr&utm_campaign=40pr&utm_id=40pr
http://www.solvehungertoday.org/


 

 

ABOUT NORTHERN ILLINOIS FOOD BANK 

For the past 40 years, Northern Illinois Food Bank has been dedicated to solving hunger and 
empowering neighbors. Our vision at Northern Illinois Food Bank is for everyone in Northern 
Illinois to have the food they need to thrive. A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and proud 
member of Feeding America, we serve our neighbors in 13 counties with dignity, equity and 
convenience, providing 250,000 meals a day. We bring together manufacturers, local and 
corporate grocers, area farmers, corporations, foundations, and individuals who donate food 
and funding, and each week nearly 1,000 volunteers help us evaluate, repack, and distribute 
food. We also proudly partner with more than 900 food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, and 
youth and senior feeding programs to provide nutritious food and resources. Our distribution 
centers are located in Geneva, Lake Forest, Rockford and Joliet. Find out how you can get help, 
volunteer, donate or get involved at SolveHungerToday.org, or follow us 
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn. 

 
 

 

 
 

https://solvehungertoday.org/?utm_source=cup8pr&utm_medium=cup8pr&utm_campaign=cup8pr&utm_id=cup8pr
http://feedingamerica.org/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsolvehungertoday.org%2Fget-groceries-resources%2F%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr%23googtrans(en%257Cen)&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MMmscWOi%2FMJ%2BO3EF9w1Mz7wjcx42YxCrr6A%2FJbIBXpI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsolvehungertoday.org%2Fhow-to-help%2Fvolunteer%2F%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YRIjOCnJ0kDLSkDD9mMPmYI%2BmIi5yun1YLKS8SJxRKE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.solvehungertoday.org%2Fsite%2FDonation2%3F6162.donation%3Dform1%26df_id%3D6162%26mfc_pref%3DT%26set.DonationLevel%3D7710%26utm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AYTozvxxq%2BmhdCJ10IfWf9PiZJ8VwAgLWmBrMQ%2BcQd0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsolvehungertoday.org%2Fhow-to-help%2F%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pwEbnmLEsGwNrYoMr9aC3TSCGQsQ119X9WOAbr%2BzUIo%3D&reserved=0
https://solvehungertoday.org/?utm_source=cup8pr&utm_medium=cup8pr&utm_campaign=cup8pr&utm_id=cup8pr
https://www.facebook.com/northernilfoodbank?utm_source=pressrelease&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=foodfinderpressrelease&utm_id=ffpr
https://twitter.com/ILfoodbank?utm_source=pressrelease&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=foodfinderpressrelease&utm_id=ffpr
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fnorthernilfoodbank%2F%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1lt54noWlzfjRv4HFuuhX%2BC8QUHpX1aFDjNNmlhkv5s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fnorthern-illinois-food-bank%2F%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Dpressrelease%26utm_campaign%3Dfoodfinderpressrelease%26utm_id%3Dffpr&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7993047b36c847423a9708daffca4db6%7Cb1f9e34f11214c708f88aff49a1ef321%7C1%7C0%7C638103541636810395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l92JqfimNuoSt0OCJQ4VdM9m1QW5yDmLAbOmbdfd3EY%3D&reserved=0

